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Our special care unit residents and staff decided they would like a dog on their unit.  We have fourteen residents on that unit and all who could help decide were excited about the idea.  So, the staff began to plan for their new resident.  Letters were sent to all family members and representatives inviting them to a meeting to discuss the idea.  There were no negative comments at all.  In fact, a few days later the family of one of the residents dropped by the administrator’s office with a check for $1,500 to help purchase a dog and/or supplies.  A plan was developed for caring for the dog, grooming, exercise, and feeding.  Then they began to search for just the right dog.
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After several trips to the animal shelter with no success, a friend of the chaplain mentioned she had a new job and had to give her dog away because she had to travel so much.  Simon is a standard poodle who was two years old at the time.  He had already had obedience training.  This seemed like the perfect choice, but he had to meet his fellow-residents to determine if they would get along.  It was love at first sight for all of them.  Simon, as a standard poodle, does not shed much, if at all, and is considered hypoallergenic.  

Simon’s needs are met as planned and the residents are ecstatic.  It has been a wonderful decision for all.  And, his former owner comes to visit from time to time.  She is so happy she found the “perfect” home for him, and we are grateful for her gift. 
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For more information contact Sherry Klima, SCU Coordinator at (505) 522-1362

